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COVID-19-RELATED ADVOCACY WORK
The COVID-tracker app-new privacy concerns in light of new findings

The covid-tracker app continues to be widely downloaded, and the HSE and Nearform (the
app developers) have been lauded internationally. However, two data scientists, with whom
we developed our Framework of 9 Principles, have discovered serious data protection and
privacy issues with the Google tech on which the app relies to function. While the HSE
component of the app is transparent, there has been no parallel public scrutiny or
governance of the app's Google/Apple components in relation to COVID-19 tracking. These
rights concerns extend beyond the HSE’s app and affects all Android users.Find our press
release here.

The news was covered in the Irish Times; the Irish _Independent; the Irish Examiner; the
Journal; the University Times; Tech Central and breakingnews.ie. Dr Stephen Farrell of TCD
spoke to Newstalk and ICCL’s Policy Officer Olga Cronin spoke to CRC FM.



https://www.iccl.ie/news/data-protection-experts-publish-human-rights-principles-for-contact-tracing-app/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/20/cheap-popular-and-it-works-irelands-contact-tracing-app-success
https://www.breakingnews.ie/ireland/hse-defends-covid-tracker-app-amid-privacy-concerns-1012000.html
https://www.techcentral.ie/covid-19-tracker-apps-extremely-troubling/
http://www.universitytimes.ie/2020/07/irish-coronavirus-app-has-troubling-privacy-issues-say-trinity-researchers/
https://www.thejournal.ie/covid-app-privacy-5157476-Jul2020/
https://www.thejournal.ie/covid-app-privacy-5157476-Jul2020/
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40019492.html
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/trinity-study-slams-troubling-google-privacy-on-tracker-app-39393459.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/technology/trinity-researchers-question-data-sent-from-google-phone-apps-1.4310217
https://www.iccl.ie/news/serious-privacy-and-data-harvesting-concerns-about-technology-underlying-hse-app/
https://www.iccl.ie/news/serious-privacy-and-data-harvesting-concerns-about-technology-underlying-hse-app/

